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MESSAGE FROM THE INCOMING The Executive Director is delegated to respond to all
SECRETARY GENERAL communications of routine nature, or related to settled
issues, and shall take care of record keeping and follow-Dear Colleagues,
up of the Fellowship and Renal Sister Center programs.I consider it a great honor to have been elected to
serve the Society as the Secretary General for the coming
3. The Headquarters Officesix years. I am fully aware of the challenge that the
The SG headquarters is located in the Cairo Kidneyposition imposes, particularly when my immediate pre-
Center, Egypt. Miss Vivi Michel, the office assistant, shalldecessor is someone of the stature of Jan Weening, with
be available from 3:00 to 5:00 p.m. GGT on Saturdaysall his vision and accomplishments.
through Thursdays. She can be reached by mail (ISNIn order to maintain stability of the ISN Secretariat,
Office, the Cairo Kidney Center, P.O. Box 91 Bab-El-the General Assembly ratified the notion of keeping
Louk, Cairo 11513, Egypt), Fax/Phone [120(2) 5790267],a permanent office in Amsterdam irrespective of the
or e-mail (isn@rusys.eg.net). An answering service islocation of the Secretary General, since a new person is
available outside of office hours.elected to the position every six years. We have worked
The SG Office headquarters shall deal directly without a system that will hopefully integrate the functions
suggestions, comments, and requests unrelated to rou-of the Secretariat with the least possible inconvenience
tine issues, applications for Fellowship, travel grants,to the membership.
Brief Visits and Senior Scholar Exchange, and with re-The Office of the Secretary General (SG) is now com-
quests for announcements in the different publicationposed of three units that are closely linked by a powerful
media of the society.electronic communication system including various In-
Mis-addressed messages shall be automatically ex-ternet links, video-conferencing and tele-file sharing. A
changed between the two offices, so please do not worrysophisticated electronic filing and backup system has
if you happen to communicate with the wrong office.been developed, implemented and tested.
The whole team will do its best to serve every member
1. The Virtual Office of the ISN to his/her best expectations. Please do not
hesitate to get in touch with my office if you have anyThe ISN home page on the Internet (http://www.isn-
remarks.online.org) provides detailed and up-to-date information
and answers to frequently asked questions (FAQ), which Rashad Barsoum, M.D., FRCP, FRCPE
should minimize the need for direct contact with the Secretary General, ISN
Secretariat. Through a click of a button, the visitor can
still communicate with the Secretariat via e-mail (isn@
Membershipamc.uva.NL), and hopefully by chatting or even video-
conferencing in the near future. Irrespective of the na- Any member of a national society of nephrology is
ture of the incoming message, the internal communica- eligible for proposal to membership in the International
tion system between the two physical offices should allow Society of Nephrology and receipt of the Society’s official
a prompt response by the method selected by the visitor. Journal, Kidney International. A subscription to Kidney
International (including all Supplements) for calendar
2. The Executive Office year 1999 is included in the annual 1999 dues of US
$120.00. Potential members can secure application formsThe permanent Secretariat is located in the Academic
for membership by writing directly to Dr. William E.Medical Center of Amsterdam. Its Executive Director,
Mitch, Treasurer, International Society of Nephrology,Miss Ilja Huang, or her assistant, Mr. Rene Bekhuis, shall
Emory University, Renal Division, WMB Room 338,be available from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. GGT, Mondays
1639 Pierce Drive, Atlanta, GA 30322, USA. (Checksthrough Fridays. They can be reached by mail (Academic
must be made payable to the International Society ofMedical Center Meibergdreef 9, 1105 AZ Amsterdam,
Nephrology. Checks from outside the USA must be paidThe Netherlands), Fax [131 (20) 696 0389, Telephone
[131 (20) 566 4100 (4939)] or e-mail (isn@amc.uva.NL). through any United States bank.)
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